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The Mass 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 1/22/2023 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “You Servants of God”            LBW 252 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 
And also with you.  
 
 
The Hymn of Praise 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 

Lord God, Your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into Your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that 

come through the cross of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson             Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

The first lesson is from the 9th chapter of Isaiah 

 

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time 

he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 

in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  

2 The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 

3 You have multiplied the nation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

4 For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

4and though war should rise up against me, 

 yet will I put my trust in him. 

5One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 

6to behold the fair beauty of the LORD 

 and to seek him in his temple. 

7For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a 

rock. 

8Even now he lifts up my head 

 above my enemies round about me. 

9Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great 

gladness; 

I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
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The Second Lesson                 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

The second lesson is from the 1st chapter of 1st Corinthians  

 

10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 

you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been 

reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my 

brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I 

follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I 

thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that 

no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize 

also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of 

Christ be emptied of its power. 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!  
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 4th chapter 
  

 
The Gospel            Matthew 4:12-23 
 
12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 

Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by 

the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

    the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

16 the people dwelling in darkness 

    have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

    on them a light has dawned.” 
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17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand.”  

18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 

called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 

were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son 

of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 

mending their nets, and he called them.22 Immediately they left the boat and 

their father and followed him. 

23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 

and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 

every affliction among the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day      “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”           LBW 492 
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Apostles’ Creed           

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again, 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

Lord, sometimes we think you see us only “From a distance.” Sometimes that’s right 

where we want you! But in Christ, you have promised to be God-with-Us, Emmanuel. 

Be gentle, Father, as you shed your holy light on our sin-darkened world! Thank you for 

the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit, who helps us to repent and to delight in your 

“joyous light of glory.” Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

The world scorns the Cross as folly and stumbling block. Give your Church faith, 

courage, and wit as it proclaims Christ crucified as the only means of forgiveness, 

salvation, and life with you forever. Make it lovely with the light of Jesus’ strong saving 

love for us sinners. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bring light and clarity to the people of this congregation, so that every act of worship, 

fellowship, outreach, stewardship, service, study, and support is centered in Christ 

alone. We pray for the NALC, area congregations and today for Zion Lutheran Church 

of Brentwood and for the Reverend Mathew Magera. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

We pray for all who are persecuted on account Christ. Keep them steadfast in faith and 

gracious in witness. Soften the hearts of their enemies and bring them to repentant faith 

in Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

This is a hard prayer, Father: to pray for the evil and wicked; for abusers and killers, 

cheaters and deserters, and those who commit every sort of despicable act. When their 

victims cannot forgive, help us to pray the prayer they cannot: Forgive, dear Lord. 

Cause the wicked to repent of their evil ways and cling to the Cross of Christ as their 

only hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Shine the light of reason, justice, and mercy into the minds of our earthly rulers. Make 

them want to do your will and benefit the people entrusted to their care. Remind them 

that they, and all who have power and authority in society, must give an account of their 

stewardship to you, the Lord and ruler of all. And bestow upon us all a measure of your 

peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bring healing, hope, and the light of your dear presence to everyone who sits in the 

darkness of suffering, shame, or sorrow. Especially we pray for………Let them, and all 

who care for them, say with confident joy: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 

then shall I fear?! Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, you are the imperishable light, even in the darkness of death, for all who cling to 

you. We entrust our beloved dead to you, and we commend our lives to you as well. Be 

the lamp to our feet and light to our path throughout our earthly pilgrimage. For the sake 

of Jesus, lead us, and all whom you redeem, into your bright courts of heaven, and into 

your endless day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  
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The Offertory    “Let the vineyards”    LBW p. 66 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Blessed are you, 
 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 



16 
 

The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

   Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

   You have filled all creation with light and life; 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

   You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

   and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 

   who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom 

   and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night 

   in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

   saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 

   He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

   saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 

   we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,  

   we await his coming in power to share with us 

   the great and promised feast. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 

   that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 

   may live to the praise of your glory  

   and receive our inheritance  

   with all your saints in light.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

   of every time and every place, and unite them 

   with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

   until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei         pg. 72 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

L:  This is the Lamb of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  
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Post Communion Canticle  “Thank the Lord” 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Benediction         LBW p. 74 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   “Listen, God is Calling”   WOV 712 
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The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  


