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The Mass 

Christmas Eve 12/24/2022 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”           LBW 45 



2 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 

here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of His glory; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                  Isaiah 9:2-7 

The first lesson is from the 9th chapter of Isaiah   

 

 The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 96 

1Sing to the LORD a new song; 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2Sing to the LORD and bless his name; 

 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3Declare his glory among the nations 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; 

 he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! 

 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; 

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his name; 

 bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! He has made the world 

so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in 

it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the LORD when 

he comes, 

 when he comes to judge the earth. 

13He will judge the world with righteousness 

and the peoples with his truth. 
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The Second Lesson                   Titus 2:11-14 
 

The second lesson is from the 2nd chapter of Titus   

 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter 
  
 

 
 
The Gospel               Luke 2:1-20 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
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with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn     “Away in a Manger”    LBW 67 
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The Sermon 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”          LBW 55 
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Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

 

A brief silence 

 

Dear Father, thank you for giving us your Son. In Him we are bold to call you Abba, 

Father! Thank you for being God-with-us, for your love, forgiveness, and peace, in a 

way we can approach, touch, and believe in our trembling and death-shadowed hearts. 

Thank you for bringing us the light of eternity in this Babe of Bethlehem, Mary’s boy, 

your Son, and our Savior. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless your Church throughout the world. Make it a place where all may hear the angel’s 

song and hasten to adore Jesus, their Lord and Savior. Shelter your persecuted Church 

in your arms, so they may gather to worship in peace and rise to serve you in joy. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless our guests and visitors, especially those whose faith wavers and whose hearts 

are heavy. Give them a glimpse of the joys you have prepared for all who love you. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless this congregation – its people and programs, its worship and service. Grace all we 

do with your strong saving love. Help us to freely share Jesus, today and always, with 

those who do not know him and with all who need him most. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 
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Bless our country, this world, and all its people and creatures, with peace and good will, 

with health and safety, with kindness and justice, with food for body and soul and with 

love for you and one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless everyone for whom this season of joy is dimmed by sorrow, pain, loneliness, and 

everything else that is inflicted by evil’s power working through human hands or natural 

disaster. Come with healing in your wings, with tidings of great joy and with light and life 

for all. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all who mourn with the certainty that you have opened heaven’s doors to all who 

have died trusting in your promises. Bless us each day of our earthly pilgrimage with 

peace and mercy, reconciliation and joy. Add lead us, at length, we pray, to your bright 

courts of heaven, and to your endless day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  
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The Offertory    “Let the vineyards…”     

 

 

Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Blessed are you, 
 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

   Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

   You have filled all creation with light and life; 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

   You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

   and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 

   who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom 

   and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night 

   in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

   saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 

   He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

   saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 

   we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,  

   we await his coming in power to share with us 

   the great and promised feast. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 

   that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 

   may live to the praise of your glory  

   and receive our inheritance  

   with all your saints in light.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

   of every time and every place, and unite them 

   with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

   until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei         pg. 72 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

L: This is the Lamb of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 

 
Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  
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Post Communion Canticle  “Lord, Now you let your Servant…” 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Benediction         LBW p. 74 
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Hymn    “Silent Night, Holy Night!”   LBW 65 

 

 

 

The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


