
 
Maundy Thursday Service 

 

Hymn: “When Charity and Love Prevail”   LBW 126 

 
 
Sermon 



Confession 
 
P: Let us make our confession to God. 
 
C: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you 
 All my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you 
 And for which I justly deserve your punishment. 
But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, 
 And pray for your boundless mercy. 
For the sake of suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 Be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; 
 Forgive my sins, 
 Give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, 
 And bring me to life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim the mighty 
deeds of God who called us out of darkness into the splendor of his light.  As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and only by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Those in the congregation may come forward and kneel before the altar.  The minister, laying both hands on each 
person’s head, addresses each in turn: 
 

P: In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.  Amen. 
 

Peace 
Stand 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us pray.  Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his 
disciples a new commandment:  To love one another as he had loved them.  By your Holy Spirit 
write this commandment on our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 



First Lesson: Exodus 12:1-14 

 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you 

the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 

lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too 

small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 

persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb 

shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the 

goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.[a] 

7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 

houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled 

in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it 

remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this 

manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 

your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover. 12 For I will pass through 

the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 

and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood 

shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 

over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; 

throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 

 
A The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 10-17 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1823a


 
I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, because he has inclined his 
ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grace took hold of me; I came to grief 
 and sorrow 
 How shall I repay the LORD 
 For all the good things he has done for me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the LORD. 
 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his servants. 
 O LORD, I am your servant; 
 I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
 You have freed me from my bonds. 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
And call upon the name of the LORD. 
 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 
In the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 

said, “This is my body, which is for[a] you. Do this in remembrance of me.”[b] 25 In the same way 

also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 
 A The Word of the Lord 
 C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11%3A23-26&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28608a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11%3A23-26&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28608b


 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Return to the Lord…  LBW pg. 83 

 
 
 

Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 13th chapter. 

 
 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out 

of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 

the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He 

laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that 

was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 

my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 

you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 



him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for his feet,[a] but is completely clean. And you[b] are clean, but 

not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all 

of you are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 

said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, 

and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant[c] is not greater than 

his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these 

things, blessed are you if you do them. 

 
Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified 

in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a 

little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say 

to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 
Washing of Feet 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A+1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26629a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A+1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26629b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A+1-17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26635c


Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

A brief silence 

 

Most holy and blessed Lord, we adore you.  We bless you for your love and mercy. Help us love 

one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Father, fill the Church throughout the world with your Spirit, so it more perfectly loves you and 

the people your Son came to redeem. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Guide our seminary professors and students, all missionaries of the Gospel, and everyone 

walking the path of discipleship. Fill them with your Spirit, so they more perfectly proclaim 

Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Strengthen our persecuted sisters and brothers in the faith. Fill them with your Spirit, so they 

more perfectly bear witness to the holiness and love of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Bless this congregation. Fill us with your Spirit, so we more perfectly reflect the servant-love of 

Jesus to one another, and to our neighbors. We pray for the NALC, area congregations and 

today for Christ Lutheran Church of Amhurst New York. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



Bestow wisdom upon all who have authority and power in our world. Fill them with your Spirit, 

so they more perfectly accomplish your will for the good of the people entrusted to their care.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant courage and integrity to all who risk their lives for the sake of others. Fill them with your 

Spirit, so they more perfectly establish safety and peace in this troubled world. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We plead on behalf of for everyone who is sick, grieving, estranged, addicted, abused, or 

despairing, especially………... Fill them with your Spirit, so they more perfectly cling to Christ, 

their life, their health, and their salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, this day we share a foretaste of your eternal feast, prepared for all whom you 

have redeemed by the passion, death, and resurrection of your dear Son. Fill us with your Spirit, 

so that we more perfectly take up our Cross, follow Jesus wherever he leads, and encourage 

one another along life’s way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Offering 
Offertory  What shall I render…     LBW pg. 67 



 
 
Offering Prayer         LBW pg. 67 
 
A: Merciful Father, 

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves our time, and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 



The Great Thanksgiving        LBW pg. 68 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 
  



We give you thanks, Father, 
  through Jesus Christ,  
  your beloved Son, 
  whom you sent 
  in this end of the ages 
  to save and redeem us 
  and to proclaim to us your will. 
 
He is your Word, inseparable from you. 
 
Through Him  
  you created all things, 
  and in him you take delight. 
 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb 
 
He there took on our nature 
  and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, 
  born of the Holy Spirit 
  and of the virgin Mary. 
 
It is he, our Lord Jesus, 
  who fulfilled all your will 
  and won for you a holy people; 
  he stretched out his hands in suffering 
  in order to free from suffering 
  those who trust you. 
 
It is he who, 
  handed over to a death 
  he freely accepted, 
  in order to destroy death, 
  to break the bonds of the evil one, 
  to crush hell underfoot, 
  to give light to the righteous, 
  to establish his covenant, 
  and to show forth the resurrection, 



  taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
 
Take and eat; 
  this is my body, broken for you. 
 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way he took the cup, 
  gave thanks, and 
  gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 
This is my blood poured out for you. 
 
Do this in remembrance of me, 
 
Remembering, then, 
  his death and resurrection, 
  we lift this bread and cup before you, 
  giving thanks that you have made us worthy 
  to stand before you 
  and to serve you 
  as your priestly people. 
 
And we ask you: 
  Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church; 
  gather into one all who share  
  this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit 
  to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise  
  and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
 
Almighty Father, 
  with the Holy Spirit, 
  in your holy Church 
  both now and forever. 
Amen 



The Lord’s Prayer         LBW pg. 71 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Agnus Dei          LBW pg. 72 

 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those 

called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my 

soul shall be healed. 

 



 
Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen 
 

Concluding Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.  
Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
 
The congregation may sit as linens, paraments, ornaments, and candles are removed from the 
altar and chancel.  As this is done, Psalm 22 is spoken.  There is no blessing.  All leave the church 
in silence. 


