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The Mass 

4th Sunday in Lent 3/27/2022 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God 
forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”           LBW 524 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kyrie 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 

God of compassion, You welcome the wayward, and You embrace us all with Your 

mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of Your grace, and feed us at the 

table of Your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                 Joshua 5:9-12 
 

The first lesson is from the 5th chapter of Joshua 

 

9 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away 

the reproach of Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is 

called Gilgal to this day. 

10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept 

the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening 

on the plains of Jericho. 11 And the day after the Passover, on that 

very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes 

and parched grain. 12 And the manna ceased the day after they 

ate of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna for 

the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan 

that year. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!  
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Psalm 32 

 

1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

and whose sin is put away! 

2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 

 and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 

because of my groaning all day long. 

4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 

 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 

5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 

and did not conceal my guilt. 

6I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD." 

 Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 

7Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

8You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 

 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

9"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 

I will guide you with my eye. 

10Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 

 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay 

near  you." 

11Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 

but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 

12Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 

 shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
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The Second Lesson                  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

The second lesson is from the 5th chapter of 2nd Corinthians   

 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 

though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus 

no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who 

through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to 

us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Return to the Lord…”           LBW p. 62 

 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 15th chapter 
  

 
 
The Gospel               Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 

him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 

receives sinners and eats with them.” 

3 So he told them this parable: 

11 “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And 

he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger 

son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 

squandered his property in reckless living.14 And when he had spent 

everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 

need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to 

be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
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17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired 

servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I 

will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to 

his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son 

said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’22 But the father said to his 

servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on 

his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, 

and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 

again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants 

and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother 

has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 

received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go 

in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, 

‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 

command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 

my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 

property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said 

to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was 

fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; 

he was lost, and is found.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day     “Our Father, We Have Wandered”         WOV 733 
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Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

 

Dearest Father, thank you for forgiving, welcoming, and restoring us, even when we 

squander Your gifts and turn away from You! Thank you for Your Holy Spirit, who brings 

us “to our right minds” and helps us repent. Thank you for Your Son, who guides us to 

Your embrace. He gives his Body and Blood as your homecoming feast, clothes us with 

His own righteousness and places the signet-ring of His Sonship upon our hand. We 

give you thanks, Father, not as we ought, but as we are able. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Make your Church faithful in proclaiming both your Law and Gospel. Make it lovely with 

holiness, gentle in rebuke, warmhearted in reconciliation, and generous in welcoming all 

whom you have led to repent. We pray for the NALC, area congregation and today for 

St Mark’s Lutheran Church of Butler and the Rev. David Phillips. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Help this congregation to pray for, seek out, and forgive those who have wronged us. 

Give us patience, graciousness, and humility. Make this a place where those who are 

estranged from us, and from you, may return and be reconciled. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for families torn apart by sin, squabbling, and selfishness. Heal them, and 

return each person to follow your ways. Deliver them from foolish pride and hostility. 

Take away whatever resentment and hurt stands in the way of healing and reunion.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Forgive those who, though entrusted with authority, power, and influence, have 

squandered these gifts, and used them foolishly. Give wisdom, integrity, and prudence 

to our elected and appointed leaders; to those in the military and first responders; and to 

those entrusted with educating our children or caring for the vulnerable. Teach us to live 

at peace with one another, despite our differences! Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Bring healing and hope to all who suffers especially……… Bring them back from the far 

country of pain, sorrow, or despair. Restore them to fellowship with all who love them, 

and increase their trust in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Father, you’ve welcomed so many prodigals into your Kingdom already, including many 

whom we have loved in this life! Thank you. Keep our eyes fixed on the road home to 

you. Soften our hearts to help fellow prodigals along the way. Lavish your Holy Spirit 

upon us, so we’re constantly trying to live in faith toward you and in fervent love for one 

another. At the last, welcome us to the homecoming feast you have prepared for us. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  

 

The Offertory    “What Shall I render…”     
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Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Merciful Father, 
 
C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 
 offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

   Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

   You have filled all creation with light and life; 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

   You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

   and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 

   who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom 

   and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night 

   in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

   saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 

   He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

   saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



20 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 

   we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,  

   we await his coming in power to share with us 

   the great and promised feast. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 

   that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 

   may live to the praise of your glory  

   and receive our inheritance  

   with all your saints in light.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

   of every time and every place, and unite them 

   with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

   until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei         pg. 72 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

L:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  Blessed are those 

called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  
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Post Communion Canticle  “Lord, Now you let your Servant…” 
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Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The Benediction         LBW p. 74 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LBW 499 
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The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


