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The Mass 

4th Sunday in Advent 12/19/2021 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”           LBW 198 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you.  
 
 
 
Kyrie 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 

Stir up Your power, Lord Christ, and come. With Your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive You in joy and serve You 

always, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                  Micah 5:2-5a 
 

The first lesson is from the 5th chapter of Micah   

2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

    one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, 

    from ancient days. 

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

    when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

    to the people of Israel. 

4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

    to the ends of the earth. 

5 And he shall be their peace. 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
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Psalm 80:1-7 

 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

 stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4O LORD God of hosts, 

 how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your 

people? 

5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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The Second Lesson                   Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

The second lesson is from the 10th chapter of Hebrews 

 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

    but a body have you prepared for me; 

6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

    you have taken no pleasure. 

7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

    as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 

in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 

offered according to the law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do 

your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the 

second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter 
  
 

 
 
The Gospel               Luke 1:39-55 
 
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 

town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother 

of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your 

greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 

joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be[a] a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

46 And Mary said, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-55&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24930a


11 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 

50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

    and exalted those of humble estate; 

53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

55 as he spoke to our fathers, 

    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day     “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”        WOV 730 
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Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

 

Dear Father, our hearts yearn for your peace, justice, mercy, and righteousness. Let them shine 

on our broken world and heal our divisions. You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, come 

quickly to save and heal us! Let us gaze upon the face of Jesus, and see in Him your mercy, 

salvation, and blessing.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Restore your Church, O God of hosts. Fill her with your Holy Spirit. Through Word and 

Sacrament, bring Jesus to many who do not know him. Grant that your persecuted people, who 

have been fed the bread of tears because they bless the name of Jesus, may be filled with good 

things. Humble their tormentors, and lead them to repent of their evil. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bless our children, O God. Shine the light of Christ upon them. Help us share with them a 

childlike wonder and delight in the gifts of peace, mercy and joy that you give us in your Son. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Restore our congregation, O God. Grant that through words and deeds, we may cause many 

hearts to leap with joy at the close approach of our Savior. We pray for the NALC, area 

congregations and today for First Lutheran Church of Washington and Rev. Robert Grewe. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Restore your world, O God. Cast down the haughty from their thrones. Raise up rulers who 

rejoice in doing your will. Shield from harm everyone who protects us from mayhem and terror. 

Fill all our hearts with humility and compassion, so that the poor and hungry may be filled with 

good things. Remember your promise of mercy, and establish your peace among all nations, 

kindred, families and tribes upon earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Restore all who are afflicted by pain, grief, fear or despair. We pray especially for………. Remove 

the cup of tears from their lips, and remember unto them your promise of mercy. Lord, in your 

mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

You have shone your face upon our beloved dead, O God, and have bestowed on them the 

fullness of your salvation. We commend them into your care. Grant comfort to those who 

mourn. Feed them, and all of us, with those good things given by your beloved Son. Lord, in 

your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  

 

The Offertory    “What Shall I render…”     
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Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Merciful Father, 
 
C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 
 offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

   Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

   You have filled all creation with light and life; 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

   You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

   and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 

   who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom 

   and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night 

   in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

   saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 

   He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

   saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 

   we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,  

   we await his coming in power to share with us 

   the great and promised feast. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 

   that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 

   may live to the praise of your glory  

   and receive our inheritance  

   with all your saints in light.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

   of every time and every place, and unite them 

   with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

   until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  

 who art in heaven,  

 hollowed be Thy name, 

Thy Kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power,  

 and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei         pg. 72 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

L: This is the Lamb of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed. 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  

 

 

Post Communion Canticle  “Lord, Now you let your Servant…” 



24 
 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.  Enable 

us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



25 
 

 

 

The Benediction         LBW p. 74 
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Hymn    “Hark, the Glad Sound!”   LBW 35 

 

 

 

The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


