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The Mass 

3rd Sunday in Advent 12/12/2021 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “Fling Wide the Door”            LBW 32 
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L: Be patient for the Lord of hosts is coming and when he comes his Word will be fulfilled. 

C: My spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

L: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. 

C: My spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

L: The blind will see, the deaf will hear, and the lame will walk at the coming of the Lord. 

C: My spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

L: A reading from 146th chapter of the Book of Psalms: 

 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made 

heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; The Lord sets the prisioners free; the Lord opens the 

eyes of the blind.  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.  Here ends 

the reading. 

L: Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent.  As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s 

coming in glory.  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need.  Grant this 

through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 

 

L: We light the third candle of Advent, the Shepherds Candle to remind us to watch and wait with 

patience for the coming of our Lord.  With its flame glowing brightly, may we learn to look for the light 

of Christ in our lives. 

C: Let us prepare our hearts for Christ to come to us as we make our Advent journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
 

 
 



5 
 

 
Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you.  
 
 
 
Kyrie 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
Stir up the wills of Your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, 

that, rejoicing in Your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                         Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

The first lesson is from the 3rd chapter of Zephaniah 

 

14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

    shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

    O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

    he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

    you shall never again fear evil. 
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

    let not your hands grow weak. 
17 The LORD your God is in your midst, 

    a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

    he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

    so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  
19 Behold, at that time I will deal 

    with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

    and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

    and renown in all the earth. 
20 At that time I will bring you in, 

    at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

    among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

    before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!  
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Isaiah 12:2-6 

 

2 “Behold, God is my salvation; 

    I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

    and he has become my salvation.” 

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
4 And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 

    call upon his name, 

make known his deeds among the peoples, 

    proclaim that his name is exalted. 

5 “Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

    let this be made known in all the earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
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The Second Lesson                   Philippians 4:4-7 
 

The second lesson is from the 4th chapter of Philippians   

 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd chapter 
  
 

 
 
The Gospel               Luke 3:7-18 
 

7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?8 Bear 

fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is 

laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered 

them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and 

whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be 
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baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13 And he said to 

them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”14 Soldiers also 

asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 

money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with 

your wages.” 

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered 

them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is 

coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day      “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”          LBW 383 
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Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the joy, righteousness, peace, and love you lavish upon 

us in Jesus! Thank you for every moment of healing, forgiveness, and hope that 

happens in this sin-damaged and death-shadowed world. Thank you for your peace that 

passes human understanding and endures past human malice. Whatever our 

circumstances, give us hearts filled with lasting joy and imperishable hope. Give us 

grace to be thank-filled and to lead others to the joy of knowing Jesus. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make your Church beautiful with faithfulness, holiness, and joy. May its love for Jesus 

gladden many hearts. Let your persecuted Church rejoice in knowing you are near. Let 

their gentleness be known to everyone, even their tormentors. Guard all our minds and 

hearts in Christ Jesus our Lord. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We remember before you those whom it is easy to ignore: prisoners, refugees, and 

people in mental institutions, nursing homes, or homeless shelters. Help us to shed the 

light of your love upon them and the light of simple human kindness. Help us to speak 

your word of peace, forgiveness, and salvation to them as well as words of 

understanding, encouragement, and friendship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give your dearest blessing to the people of this congregation. Let us be a people in 

whom your Word is fulfilled: “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness 

and peace will kiss each other. He will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to 

those who turn to him in their hearts.” We pray for the NALC, area congregations and 

today for First Lutheran Church of Rural Valley and for Mr. Ralph Kilgore. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Make the leaders of every nation acknowledge your justice, and govern in obedience to 

it. Let faithfulness spring up from every human heart, and your righteousness look down 

from the sky. Strengthen, protect, and guide our military, first responders, and aid 

workers. Show them your steadfast love and direct their deeds in righteous pathways. 

Bring the blessing of peace to us all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Help all who suffer to turn to the One who made the deaf hear, the blind see, and the 

lame walk. We especially pray for….. Give them confidence in you so that they do not 

worry about anything, but lift their needs to you by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving. Grant your peace to them and all who love them, and guard their hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, as we await the coming of your Son in glory, we also anticipate 

reunion with our beloved dead. Help us comfort all who grieve. Make us gentle, joyful, 

and steadfast in love. Remove from us all sin and evil and bring us, with all whom Jesus 

has redeemed, into your everlasting home, where we shall rejoice in your goodness 

forever. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  
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The Offertory    “What Shall I render…”     

 

 

Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Merciful Father, 
 
C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 
 offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

   Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

   You have filled all creation with light and life; 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

   You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

   and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 

   who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom 

   and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night 

   in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

   saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 

   He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

   saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 

   we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,  

   we await his coming in power to share with us 

   the great and promised feast. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 

   that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 

   may live to the praise of your glory  

   and receive our inheritance  

   with all your saints in light.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

   of every time and every place, and unite them 

   with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

   until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  

 who art in heaven,  

 hollowed be Thy name, 

Thy Kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power,  

 and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei         pg. 72 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

L: Behold the Lamb of God, Behold him who takes away the sin of the world.  Blessed are those called 

to the supper of the Lamb. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  
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Post Communion Canticle  “Lord, Now you let your Servant…” 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.  Enable 

us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Benediction         LBW p. 74 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn    “Come, We That Love the Lord”   WOV 742 
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The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


