The Mass
7th Sunday after Pentecost 7/11/2021

Please stand as you are able
The brief order of Confession and Absolution

LBW p. 56

P:

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P:
C:

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P:
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn

“Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult”
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Apostolic Greeting
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

The Hymn of Praise
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The Collect of the Day

Let us pray….
O God, from You come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sit
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The First Lesson

Amos 7:7-15

The first lesson is from the 7th chapter of Amos
7 This

is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall
built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to
me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord
said,
“Behold, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass by them;
9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
10 Then

Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of
Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said,
“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’”
12 And

Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
and eat bread there, and prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at
Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a
prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15 But
the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.’
14

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 85:8-13
8

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, for he is speaking peace to
his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9Truly,

his salvation is very near to those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land.
10Mercy

and truth have met together;

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11Truth

shall spring up from the earth,

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12The

LORD will indeed grant prosperity,

and our land will yield its increase.
13Righteousness

shall go before him,

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
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The Second Lesson

Ephesians 1:3-14

The second lesson is from the 1st chapter of Ephesians
3 Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to
himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
6 to

the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the

Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ

10 as

a plan for

the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth.
11 In

him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will,

12 so

that we who were the first to hope in Christ might

be to the praise of his glory.

13 In

him you also, when you heard the word of

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit,

14 who

is the guarantee of our inheritance until we

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God!
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Stand
Gospel Acclamation

“Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 6th chapter

The Gospel
14 King

Mark 6:14-29

Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said,

“John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these
miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “He is Elijah.”
And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”

16 But

when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him
in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had
married her. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you
to have your brother's wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and
wanted to put him to death. But she could not,

20 for

Herod feared John,

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe.
9

When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him
gladly.
21

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for

his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee.

22 For

when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I
will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give
you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went out and said to her mother,
“For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.”
25 And

she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I

want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”
26 And

the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his

guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27 And immediately the king
sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and
beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on a platter and gave it
to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.

29

When his disciples heard of

it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
The Gospel of the Lord

Sit
Children’s Sermon
The Sermon
Stand

Hymn of the Day

“Chief of Sinners though I Be”
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Apostles’ Creed
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
A brief silence
Father, we give thanks for prophets and martyrs and for the times you test our faith. Keep
reminding us that your grace is sufficient and the inheritance you have stored up for us in Christ
is eternal. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Judge your Church with mercy. Drive out false teaching and unholy living. Give bishops,
pastors, and theologians the courage and faithfulness of John the Baptist. Let your Word of Law
and Gospel be proclaimed to all people, so that many may be drawn to repentant faith in your
Son. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Like John the Baptist, many of your servants are in danger today. Keep them steadfast in faith,
bold in witness, patient in suffering, and joyful in hope, always giving thanks to their Savior.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Keep this congregation faithful to our mission to proclaim Christ, crucified and raised from the
dead, for the forgiveness of sins unto life everlasting. Make our words and actions be so others
want to meet the Lord we love. We pray for the NALC, area congregations and today for St
John’s Lutheran Church of Kittanning and for the Rev. Carl Johnson. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Bless our youngsters as they enjoy their summer vacation. Delight them with the wonders of
your creation and instill in them a love of learning that does not end with classroom bells. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give the leaders of all nations advisors who speak truth to power. Set before them the high
ideals of justice, integrity, and mercy. Give each of us a teachable spirit. Help us hear your
commandments, obey them, and live at peace with our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
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Prosper the work of all who defend life and liberty, here and abroad. Make them strong,
competent, and faithful. Deliver them from evil, and give them a joyful homecoming. Grant
healing to those who are injured and honor to all who have died in the line of duty. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Redeeming Lord, be with the Mid-Northeast Mission District as we move forward in planting a
church in the Cranberry Area. Guide us as we seek to bring your word to the unchurched and to
those seeking a home to worship you. It is only by your will that we will succeed in this
endeavor and may we always give you all the glory. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who suffer, especially…….. Heal them according to your will. Give them
confidence in your grace, which is sufficient for their needs. Thank you for all caregivers. Give
them competence, kindness, and patience. Keep all for whom we pray in close communion with
those who love them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father, thank you for the imperishable inheritance given to us in Jesus and for the promise of
life everlasting. Give us strength to trust your Son completely, to confess him boldly and to
rejoice in him always. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace is shared
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.
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The Offertory

Offertory Prayer

“Let the vineyards”

LBW p. 66

LBW p. 67

A:

Blessed are you,

C:

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

LBW p. 88
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Preface

17

Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”

LBW pg. 69
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people
Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night
in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
19

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power to share with us
the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance
with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place, and unite them
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
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The Pater Noster
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Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hollowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei

pg. 72

Invitation to Communion

P: This is the Lamb of God
C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed.

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.

22

Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer

“Thank the Lord”
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A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen.
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The Benediction

Hymn
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“Lead On, O King Eternal”

LBW 495
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The Dismissal
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Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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