The Mass
5th Sunday after Epiphany 2/7/2021

Please stand as you are able
The brief order of Confession and Absolution

LBW p. 56

P:

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P:
C:

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P:
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”
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Apostolic Greeting
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

The Hymn of Praise
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The Collect of the Day

Let us pray….
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of Your healing
and wholeness, that Your good news may be made know to the ends of Your creation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Sit
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The First Lesson

Isaiah 40:21-31

The first lesson is from the 40th chapter of Isaiah

21 Do

you not know? Do you not hear?

Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22 It

is he who sits above the circle of the earth,

and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
23 who

brings princes to nothing,

and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
24 Scarcely

are they planted, scarcely sown,

scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows on them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
25 To

whom then will you compare me,

that I should be like him? says the Holy One.
26 Lift

up your eyes on high and see:

who created these?
He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name;
by the greatness of his might
and because he is strong in power,
not one is missing.
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27 Why

do you say, O Jacob,

and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
28 Have

you not known? Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29

He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.

30 Even

youths shall faint and be weary,

and young men shall fall exhausted;
31 but

they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1

Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God!

How pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
2The

LORD rebuilds Jerusalem;

he gathers the exiles of Israel.
3He

heals the brokenhearted

and binds up their wounds.
4He

counts the number of the stars

and calls them all by their names.
5Great

is our LORD and mighty in power;

there is no limit to his wisdom.
6The

LORD lifts up the lowly,

but casts the wicked to the ground.
7Sing

to the LORD with thanksgiving;

make music to our God upon the harp.
8He

covers the heavens with clouds

and prepares rain for the earth;
9he

makes grass to grow upon the mountains

and green plants to serve mankind.
10

He provides food for flocks and herd*

and for the young ravens when they cry.
11He

is not impressed by the might of a horse;

he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;
20

He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and his judgments to Israel. Hallelujah!
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The Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

The second lesson is from the 9th chapter of 1st Corinthians

16 For

if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For

necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!

17 For

if

I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still
entrusted with a stewardship.

18 What

then is my reward? That in my

preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full
use of my right in the gospel.
19 For

though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I

might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win
Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not
being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.

21 To

those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside
the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside
the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have
become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.

23 I

do

it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!
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Stand
Gospel Acclamation

“Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter

The Gospel

Mark 1:29-29

29 And

immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill
with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 31 And he came and
took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she
began to serve them.
32 That

evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or
oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the
door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast
out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because
they knew him.
35 And

rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed
and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and
those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said
to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on
to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.”
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39 And

he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and
casting out demons.
The Gospel of the Lord

Sit
Children’s Sermon
The Sermon

Stand
Hymn of the Day

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
A brief silence
Father, we know that “Becoming all things to all people” means understanding other people so well that
we know the best word or action that might lead them one step closer to trusting and loving Jesus. Give
us that kind of sympathy and wisdom so that by all means, some may come to faith in Your Son! Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew and strengthen your Church. Grant wings to its words so that hearts are touched by the Gospel
of salvation. Make it speak and enact forgiveness and mercy in your name. Conform it to your will and
use it to draw all people to yourself. We pray for the NALC, area congregations and today for Emmanuel
Lutheran Church of Murrysville and for the Rev. All Towberman. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew and strengthen all who suffer for the sake of Jesus. Help them to constantly trust in his love.
Help us, who do not experience such suffering, to pray for them, defend them, provide for them as we
are able and to live in a way that glorifies you and honors their witness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Renew and strengthen this congregation. Give us confidence to willingly wait upon you for guidance and
to gladly obey what you command. Use us to encourage our families, friends and neighbors, especially
those who most need to know your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew and strengthen your servants who are nearing or are in retirement. Fill them with your Spirit so
that they may continue to walk tirelessly in the way of faithfulness and service which you set before
them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew and strengthen the leaders of the nations. Grant them wisdom and understanding, counsel and
might, knowledge and fear of the Lord. Guide them to care for their people, especially the poor and all
who suffer from natural disaster or manmade calamities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Renew and strengthen all who work to bring us justice, safety, and healing in these troubled times.
Grant them courage and integrity, and use their labors to accomplish your will. Shield them and their
loved ones from harm. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew and strengthen all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially……….. Give them hope,
faith, and your love to strengthen, shield, and surround them always. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Most blessed and glorious Lord, thank you for the great and final healing you bestow upon all who died
clinging to your promises. Grant us joy in sorrow, patience in suffering, and compassion and mercy in
service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace is shared
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.
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The Offertory

Offertory Prayer

“Let the vineyards”
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A:

Blessed are you,

C:

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

LBW p. 88
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Preface

Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”
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Blessed are you,
Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation
you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord
With a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper….

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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In the night
in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Pater Noster
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Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hollowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei

pg. 72
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Invitation to Communion

L: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed.

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.
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Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer

“Thank the Lord”
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A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Benediction
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Hymn

“O Word of God Incarnate”

The Dismissal
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Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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