The Mass
4th Sunday after Epiphany 1/31/2021

Please stand as you are able
The brief order of Confession and Absolution
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P:

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P:
C:

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P:
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn

“God, Whose Almighty Word”

LBW 400
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2

Apostolic Greeting
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

The Hymn of Praise
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The Collect of the Day

Let us pray….
Compassionate God, You gather the whole universe into Your radiant presence and continually
reveal Your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our
confusion, that all creation will see and know Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
Sit
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The First Lesson

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The first lesson is from the 18th chapter of Deuteronomy
15 “The

LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among

you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired
of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said,
‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire
any more, lest I die.’ 17 And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what
they have spoken.

18 I

will raise up for them a prophet like you from among

their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to
them all that I command him.

19 And

whoever will not listen to my words that

he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet
who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded
him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet
shall die.’

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!

6

Psalm 111
1

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great

are the deeds of the LORD!

They are studied by all who delight in them.
3His

work is full of majesty and splendor,

and his righteousness endures forever.
4He

makes his marvelous works to be remembered;

the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
5He

gives food to those who fear him;

he is ever mindful of his covenant.
6He

has shown his people the power of his works

in giving them the lands of the nations.
7The

works of his hands are faithfulness and justice;

all his commandments are sure.
8They

stand fast forever and ever,

because they are done in truth and equity.
9He

sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant forever;

holy and awesome is his name.
10

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

those who act accordingly have a good understanding. His
praise endures forever.
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The Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

The second lesson is from the 8th chapter of 1st Corinthians

Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone
imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to
know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.
4 Therefore,

as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol

has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5 For although
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are
many “gods” and many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7 However,

not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former

association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care
that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's
temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food
offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak person is
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.

12 Thus,

sinning against your

brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against
Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat
meat, lest I make my brother stumble.
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!
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Stand
Gospel Acclamation

“Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter

The Gospel

Mark 1:21-28

21

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the
Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they
were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who
had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there
was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried
out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of
God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out
of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed,
so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this?
A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his fame spread
everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.
The Gospel of the Lord
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Sit
Children’s Sermon
The Sermon

Stand
Hymn of the Day

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

LBW 90
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
A brief silence

Holy God, thank you for bold prophets, faithful teachers, gentle caretakers, and ordinary saints
who serve you by mentoring, guiding, healing, and challenging us. Give us grace to go and do
likewise. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Raise up in your church leaders to faithfully speak your Word with boldness, clarity, and charity.
Give its members hearts that listen with faith, obedience, and gladness. Give to those who have
not heard or heeded your Word, ears to hear rightly, ponder patiently, and believe firmly. We
pray for the NALC area congregations and today for Dunmyer Lutheran Church and for the
Reverend Nila Cogan. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give your persecuted disciples steadfastness, courage, and gentleness of heart, to rightly
confess Christ before their enemies. By your mercy, bring their tormentors to repentant faith.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We ask your dearest blessings upon this congregation so that in all we say and do, we proclaim
the strong saving love of Christ. Strengthen our families and make them into havens of safety,
grace, and forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Have mercy upon all who are tormented by mental illness, post-traumatic stress, substance
abuse or anything that clouds minds, distorts personalities, and shatters souls. Give them
release from whatever has demonic control over their lives. Restore peace, relationships and
hope to them and to their loved ones. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Drive out from this world the demons of hatred, violence, apathy and injustice. Fill the hearts
and minds of earthly leaders, and the people entrusted to their care, with your Holy Spirit.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Grant healing, strength, comfort and hope to all who are wounded in body, mind, or heart—
especially…... Shield them from ever power of evil, restore them to wholeness and to the
company of all who love them. Fill them with the blessed peace of your Holy Spirit. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, keep safe all who have died trusting in you. Comfort those who mourn. Lead us
into your eternal and glorious Sabbath rest in which peace, wholeness and holiness are
restored to all whom you have redeemed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace is shared
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.
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The Offertory

Offertory Prayer

“Let the vineyards”
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A:

Blessed are you,

C:

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
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Preface

17

Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.
Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night
in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power to share with us
the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance
with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place, and unite them
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

20

The Pater Noster
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Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hollowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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Invitation to Communion

L: This is the Lamb of God.
C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed.

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.
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Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer

“Thank the Lord”
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A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Benediction

Hymn
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“There Is a Balm in Gilead”

WOV 737

24

The Dismissal
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Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
25

