The Mass
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 1/24/2021

Please stand as you are able
The brief order of Confession and Absolution

LBW p. 56

P:

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P:
C:

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P:
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn

“Listen, God is Calling”

WOV 712
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Apostolic Greeting
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

The Hymn of Praise
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The Collect of the Day

Let us pray….
Almighty God, by grace alone You call us and accept us in Your service. Strengthen us by Your
Spirit, and make us worthy of Your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Sit
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The First Lesson

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The first lesson is from the 3rd chapter of Jonah
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell
you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the
LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in
breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he
called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the
people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.

10 When

God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God

relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did
not do it.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!
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Psalm 62:5-12
5

They bless with their lips,

but in their hearts they curse.
6For

God alone my soul in silence waits;

truly, my hope is in him.
7He

alone is my rock and my salvation,

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
8In

God is my safety and my honor;

God is my strong rock and my refuge.
9Put

your trust in him always, O people,

pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
10

Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath,

even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
11On

the scales they are lighter than a breath,

all of them together.
12Put

no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
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The Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

The second lesson is from the 7th chapter of 1st Corinthians
29 This

is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short.

From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none,
30

and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who

rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though
they had no goods,

31 and

those who deal with the world as though they

had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!
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Stand
Gospel Acclamation

“Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”

LBW p. 62

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter

The Gospel
14 Now

Mark 1:14-20

after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the

gospel of God,

15 and

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God

is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
16 Passing

alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the

brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.

17 And

Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of
men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.

19 And

going

on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother,
who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called
them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants
and followed him.
9

The Gospel of the Lord

Sit
Children’s Sermon
The Sermon

Stand
Hymn of the Day

“O Master, Let Me Walk with You”

LBW 492
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
A brief silence

Heavenly Father, yet again you show your patience, even when we are slow to understand,
obey, and proclaim your Word. Forgive us when we are half-hearted, or worse, grumpy when
someone we dislike repents. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You called Jonah to preach repentance to Nineveh and your Son called his disciples to proclaim
repentance and the coming of your Kingdom. Give your Church boldness to preach of
judgment, repentance, and forgiveness. Give it graciousness so that many should gladly turn to
Christ Jesus and be saved. We pray for the NALC, area congregations and today for Church of
the Apostles of North Tonawanda, NY and for The Reverend Troy Mulvaine. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Many don’t want to hear your call to repent and believe the Good News. Some do not tolerate
those who do believe. Because of that, Christians suffer throughout the world. Have mercy on
your servants and do not let their witness falter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Have mercy when, like Jonah, we want to run from the tasks you have called us to do! Renew
our faith and give us words that lovingly call others to repentance and trust in you. Shape our
actions to model Jesus’ compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray this day for our members in their middle years. Grant them the fire and enthusiasm of
youth and the wisdom and humility that comes with years. Form them into fishers of men and
women, eager to make disciples for your Kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Bless the leaders of all nations, especially our own. Give them integrity, wisdom, humility, and
sound judgment. We pray for our President and vice-president, and for all who have taken an
oath of office to serve the people of this nation in accordance with the Constitution. Give us
grace to live in concord and unity with one another and give us peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

We lift before you the needs of the lonely and bereaved, the forgotten and abandoned, the
abused and their abusers. Whatsoever they need, grant in double measure. Especially we plead
on behalf of loved ones who seek our prayers, including……... Grant them faith to firmly cling to
your promise of health and salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy Lord, we remember with reverence and affection our departed loved ones. Keep us united
with them in bonds of faith and love. Turn our hearts in repentance and trust toward you. In
your good time, deliver us into the fullness of that blessed Kingdom announced and promised
to us by your beloved Son. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace is shared
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.
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The Offertory

Offertory Prayer

“Let the vineyards”

LBW p. 66
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A:

Blessed are you,

C:

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

LBW p. 88
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Preface

Sanctus

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”
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Blessed are you,
Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation
you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord
With a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper….

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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In the night
in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Pater Noster
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Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hollowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei

pg. 72
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Invitation to Communion

L: The gifts of God for the people of God.
C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed.

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.
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Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer

“Thank the Lord”
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A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Benediction

Hymn
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“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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The Dismissal
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Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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