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The Mass 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 11/15/2020 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                     “You Servants of God”            LBW 252 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hymn of Praise 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
Righteous God, our merciful master, You own the earth and all its people, as You give us all that 

we have. Inspire us to serve You with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day 

of Your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen 

Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

The First Lesson                      Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

The first lesson is from the 1st chapter of Zephaniah 

 

7 Be silent before the Lord GOD! 
    For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 

12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
    and I will punish the men 
who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, 
‘The LORD will not do good, 
    nor will he do ill.’ 
13 Their goods shall be plundered, 
    and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 

    they shall not drink wine from them.” 

14 The great day of the LORD is near, 
    near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
    the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
    a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16     a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

17 I will bring distress on mankind, 
    so that they shall walk like the blind, 
    because they have sinned against the LORD; 
their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
    shall be able to deliver them 
    on the day of the wrath of the LORD. 
In the fire of his jealousy, 
    all the earth shall be consumed; 

for a full and sudden end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!  
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Psalm 90:1-12 

1Lord, you have been our refuge 

from one generation to another. 

2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the 

earth  were born, 

 from age to age you are God. 

3You turn us back to the dust and say, 

"Go back, O child of earth." 

4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is 

past 

 and like a watch in the night. 

5You sweep us away like a dream; 

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6In the morning it is green and flourishes; 

 in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

7For we consume away in your displeasure; 

we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 

8Our iniquities you have set before you, 

 and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

9When you are angry, all our days are gone; 

we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even 

eighty; yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they 

pass away quickly and we are gone. 

11Who regards the power of your wrath? 

Who rightly fears your indignation? 

12So teach us to number our days, 

 that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  
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The Second Lesson                   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

The second lesson is from the 5th chapter of 1st 

Thessalonians  

 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to 

have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, 

“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 

them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not 

escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you 

like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not 

of the night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but 

let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 

those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, 

let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so 

that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11 Therefore 

encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter 
  
 

 
 
The Gospel               Matthew 25:14-30 
 
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 

them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents 

made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went 

and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time 

the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And 

he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 

more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made 

five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have 

made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
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faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 

Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, 

reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no 

seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked 

and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and 

gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what 

was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him 

who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and 

he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he 

has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer 

darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day      “Lord of Light”          LBW 405 
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Apostles’ Creed           

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again, 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

Father, we thank you for entrusting us the treasures of your Kingdom and the gifts of your Holy 

Spirit, for confidence in us, for commending wise risk taking and condemning fearful inaction. 

Give us grace to be faithful stewards, to your glory and for the good of your people. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give your Church pastors, bishops and theologians who rightly and tirelessly proclaim your 

Word of Law and Gospel. Make Your Church shine with holiness and humility of Jesus, guiding 

many to seek his promised forgiveness and salvation. We pray for the NALC, area congregations 

and today for St Thomas Lutheran Church of Hooversville and for Rev. Nila Cogan. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make the faithful witness of your suffering Church into a beacon of hope for all. Give to us, who 

can scarcely comprehend the suffering of our persecuted sisters and brothers the willingness to 

defend and provide for them as we can and to adorn their sacrifices with our smaller acts of 

faith and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make this congregation grow in discipleship in which we learn, strive, and grow in your service. 

Help us to be daring and bold in forgiving one another, in telling others about the hope that is 

in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all who have been richly blessed with skills of mind and hand, and gifts of 

imagination and wise judgment. Guide them in using their gifts to your glory and for the benefit 

of others. Give all the grace to value what you have given them and to use all their resources to 

their utmost. Help us to risk much as we seek to please you. Remind us that you have prepared 

for us joys that are infinitely greater than any treasure we lay at your feet. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Give teachable minds and willing hearts to the leaders of the nations. Remind them that they 

must give you an account of their stewardship of power, authority, and talents. Do not let them 

squander these gifts through hard hearts, rivalries, misuse, or disuse. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 



14 
 

Deep and solemn skills are needed by those who risk their lives to protect the lives and liberty 

of others. Grant them all they need, dear Lord. Use their skills to bring calm and justice in 

troubled places. Shield their loved ones from fear and bring them home safely and soon. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We beseech you to come speedily to the rescue of all who cry out for healing of body, mind, 

heart or spirit, especially……...  Deliver them from their afflictions and restore them to the 

fellowship of all who care for them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Keep in your sheltering arms all those who have died trusting in your promises. As you have 

called us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending and by paths as yet untrodden, give us 

faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading 

us and your love supporting us, until you bring us home, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  

 

 

The Offertory    “Let the vineyards”    LBW p. 66 
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Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Blessed are you, 
 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

   Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

   You have filled all creation with light and life; 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

   You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

   and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 

   who in words in deeds proclaimed your kingdom 

   and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

In the night 

   in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

   and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

   saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 

   He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

   saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup 

   we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection,  

   we await his coming in power to share with us 

   the great and promised feast. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

  the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 

   that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 

   may live to the praise of your glory  

   and receive our inheritance  

   with all your saints in light.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

   of every time and every place, and unite them 

   with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

   until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
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Agnus Dei         pg. 72 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

L:  This is the Lamb of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  
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Post Communion Canticle  “Thank the Lord” 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Benediction         LBW p. 74 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   “Battle Hymn of the Republic”    LBW 332 
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The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


