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The Mass 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 11/8/2020 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “Rise Up, O Saints of God”            LBW 383 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 
And also with you.  
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The Hymn of Praise 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
O God of justice and love, You illumine our way through life with the words of Your Son, Give us 

the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                       Amos 5:18-24 
 

The first lesson is from the 5th chapter of Amos  

 

18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 

    Why would you have the day of the LORD? 

It is darkness, and not light, 

19     as if a man fled from a lion, 

    and a bear met him, 

or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 

    and a serpent bit him. 

20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 

    and gloom with no brightness in it? 

21 “I hate, I despise your feasts, 

    and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

    I will not accept them; 

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 

    I will not look upon them. 

23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

    to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 

24 But let justice roll down like waters, 

    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!  



7 
 

Psalm 70 

 

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

O LORD, make haste to help me. 

2Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether 

dismayed; 

 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be 

 disgraced. 

3Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, 

because they are ashamed. 

4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

 let those who love your salvation say forever, "Great is the 

LORD!" 

5But as for me, I am poor and needy; 

come to me speedily, O God. 

6You are my helper and my deliverer; 

 O LORD, do not tarry. 
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The Second Lesson                 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

The second lesson is from the 4th chapter of 1st 

Thessalonians  

 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no 

hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For 

this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 

asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 

Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter 
  
 

 
 
The Gospel               Matthew 25:1-13 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and 

five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 

them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the 

bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 

midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 

him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 

out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 

and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while 

they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
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went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward 

the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he 

answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for 

you know neither the day nor the hour. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”         LBW 25 
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Apostles’ Creed           

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again, 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

Heavenly Father, we are sometimes foolish, not wise, forgive our less commendable words and 

deeds. Remind us of the wonderful honor of being called to your Son’s wedding feast! Give us 

the grace and wisdom of your Holy Spirit. Let us always rejoice, believe and show the light of 

faith, hope, and love even in this dark world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make your Church wise, faithful, pure, and watchful, rejoicing in the near approach of her 

Bridegroom and Savior. Make her worship joyful and pleasing in your sight, her labors glorify 

you. Make her feasts a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. We pray for the NALC, area 

congregations and today for St Stephen Lutheran Church and for Rev. Maurice Frontz III. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Give patience, kindness, comfort, and hope to your persecuted Church. Help us provide for 

their needs and bear witness to their suffering. Turn the hearts of their enemies to seek your 

forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make this congregation, and each of us, into lamps shining with your light and love. Do not let 

us grow weary in praising you and serving others. Fill us to overflowing with your Holy Spirit so 

that we may constantly share your grace and favor with others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Let your justice roll down like waters upon this parched and broken world. Let your 

righteousness fill the hearts and minds of all who are entrusted with authority, especially we 

pray for our elected and appointed leaders. Sent your Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

counsel and might, so that they may bring concord, peace, prosperity, justice, and healing to 

our land. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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On this Veteran’s Day weekend, we pray for all who have honorably served their country. Grant 

wisdom, courage, integrity, and sound judgment to everyone currently serving in the military 

and to all who risk their lives on behalf of community and country. Use their skills to bring 

freedom, safety, and justice wherever they serve. Keep them safe, shield their loved ones from 

grief and fear and grant them a swift and joyful homecoming. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Let all who seek your help in their times of trial find deliverance. We remember before 

you……... Grant them health and salvation, justice and comfort, hope and guidance. When their 

lamp of faith seems ready to fade, rekindle them with the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 

Give a double portion of that same Spirit to all who minister to their needs. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, we grieve for our dead, but not without hope. Thank you for receiving them 

into your merciful care. Renew our confidence in your goodness in this time of our earthly 

pilgrimage. Help us to encourage and help one another along the way. Lead us, by the Cross of 

Jesus, into the Kingdom which you have prepared for all who have been redeemed by his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  
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The Offertory    “Let the vineyards”    LBW p. 66 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Blessed are you, 
 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 



16 
 

The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Blessed are you, 

Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him 

should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you for the salvation  

you have prepared  

for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord 

With a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper…. 

 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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In the night 

in which he was betrayed 

our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
Agnus Dei         pg. 72 
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Invitation to Communion 

 

L:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  

 

 

Post Communion Canticle  “Thank the Lord” 
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Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benediction         LBW p. 74 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand”   LBW 351 
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The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


