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The Mass 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 9/27/2020 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”           LBW 328 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hymn of Praise 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
God of love, giver of life, You know our frailties and failings. Give us Your grace to overcome them, keep 

us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.      Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                       Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

The first lesson is from the 18th chapter of Ezekiel  

 

18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you mean by repeating 

this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour 

grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the 

Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all 

souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is 

mine: the soul who sins shall die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When a 

righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he 

shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27 Again, when 

a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and 

does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he considered 

and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he 

shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way 

of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 

your ways that are not just? 

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his 

ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart 

and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God!  
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Psalm 25:1-9 
 

1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; 

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3Show me your ways, O LORD, 

and teach me your paths. 

4Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the 

day long. 

5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

for they are from everlasting. 

6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

remember me according to your love and for the sake of your 

goodness, O LORD. 

7Gracious and upright is the LORD; 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8He guides the humble in doing right 

 and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
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The Second Lesson                   Philippians 2:1-13 
 

The second lesson is from the 2nd chapter of Philippians    

 

2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 

any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my 

joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 

and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 

in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 

a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 

him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 

in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 

 

 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st chapter 
  
 

 
 
The Gospel               Matthew 21:23-32 

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority 

are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus 

answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the 

answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 The 

baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And 

they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 

will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From 

man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 

prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 

them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will 

not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the 
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other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not 

go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to 

you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you 

did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day     “O God, My Faithful God”         LBW 504 
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Apostles’ Creed           

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again, 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

Most holy Father, thank you for making us your children and for your patience and forgiveness 

with us. Thank you for your Son Jesus who perfectly does your will. Help us to follow Him so we 

are your heart’s delight and your blessing to the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Conform Your Church throughout the world to Your will through proclamation, teaching and 

works of love. Fashion the Church into the image and likeness of Christ so that the light of his 

love shines into the world and many turn to him and live. We pray for the NALC, area 

congregations and today for St Mark’s Lutheran Church of Adrian and for the Rev. Matthew. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant strength, perseverance, and charity to our brethren who experience bitter persecution 

throughout the world. Stir up our hearts to defend and assist them. Soften the hearts of their 

tormentors so that repentance and true faith in you may grow. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Put the mind of Christ into this congregation. Let his humility and self-giving love shape and 

direct our words, worship, service, and fellowship. Give us such willing hearts that we gladly 

speak and act in obedience to your will. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all parents, step-parents, and foster parents. Give them your Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and fear of the Lord, and joy in your presence. 

Forgive their errors, relieve their fears, and grant them the joy of seeing their children grow into 

healthy, loving adults. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Make the world’s leaders into your wise and willing offspring. Teach them your will for guiding 

those for whom they are responsible. Make all of us honest, wise, and kind. Guide us to care for 

our neighbor, to work for opportunity and harmony in our neighborhood and nation and to live 

at peace with each other. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Keep in your special care those in the military, and all who risk their lives for the sake of others. 

Inform their minds, strengthen their bodies, purify their hearts, shape their actions and prosper 

all they do that is in accord with your will. Bring them home safely and soon and shield their 

loved ones with your love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bring the joy of your saving help to everyone in distress, sorrow, danger or need especially we 

pray for……... Lead them through the things that afflict and endanger them into the light of your 

blessed presence and into the joy of restored health, hope, and fellowship with those who love 

them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Thank you, dear Father, for the lives of your faithful servants who have been gathered into your 

eternal Kingdom. Wipe away the tears of those whose grief is raw and deep. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  



15 
 

 

The Offertory    “Let the vineyards”    LBW p. 66 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Blessed are you, 
 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Blessed are you, 

Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him 

should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you for the salvation  

you have prepared  

for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord 

With a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper…. 

 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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In the night 

in which he was betrayed 

our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
Agnus Dei         pg. 72 
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Invitation to Communion 

 

L:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  

 

 

Post Communion Canticle  “Thank the Lord” 
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Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benediction         LBW p. 74 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn   “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”   LBW 230 
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The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  


