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The Mass 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 9/13/2020 

 

Please stand as you are able 
The brief order of Confession and Absolution      LBW p. 56 
 
P: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 
 our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.  
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to 
 the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Hymn                    “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”            LBW 343 
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Apostolic Greeting          p. 57 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 
And also with you.  
 
 
The Hymn of Praise 

 



4 
 

 
 
 



5 
 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

 
 
Let us pray…. 
 
O Lord God, merciful judge, You are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts 

of stone with hearts that love and adore You, that we may delight in doing Your will, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen 

Sit 
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The First Lesson                         Genesis 50:15-21 
 

The first lesson is from the 50th chapter of Genesis 

 

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 

may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did 

to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ 

And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also 

came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of 

God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 

to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 

today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 103:1-13 

1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and forget not all his benefits. 

3He forgives all your sins 

and heals all your infirmities; 

4he redeems your life from the grave 

 and crowns you with mercy and lovingkindness; 

5he satisfies you with good things, 

and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 

6The LORD executes righteousness 

 and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

7He made his ways known to Moses 

and his works to the children of Israel. 

8The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, 

 slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9He will not always accuse us, 

nor will he keep his anger forever. 

10He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 

 nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12As far as the east is from the west, 

 so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13As a father cares for his children, 

so does the LORD care for those who fear him.  
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The Second Lesson                   Romans 14:1-12 
 

The second lesson is from the 14th chapter of Romans   

  

14 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak 

person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one 

who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one 

who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on 

the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 

And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 

mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 

The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, 

while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks 

to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 

himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 

Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For 

to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 

dead and of the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it 

is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

    and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God! 
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Stand 
Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia. Lord, to whom…”           LBW p. 62 
 

 
 
  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th chapter 
  

 
 
The Gospel               Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to 

him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one 

was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he 

could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his 

knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 

him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he 

found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 

seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his 

fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and 

I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should 
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pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 

were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 

had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 

mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until 

he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 
Sit 
Children’s Sermon 
The Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day      “Abide with Me”           LBW 272 
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Apostles’ Creed           

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again, 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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The Prayers of the Church  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

A brief silence 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for being so willing to cancel our debt. Keep us ever mindful of 

the costly generosity of your beloved Son. Give us his grace and strength, to willingly forgive the 

debts of those who have wronged us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Teach your Church how to be a house of forgiveness, giving it leaders who explain and practice 

forgiving. Equip its members to pray for and share the forgiveness you give through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. We pray for the NALC, area congregations and for St John’s Lutheran 

Church and for Rev. Carl Johnson. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

It is difficult for your people to forgive when they are being tortured for believing in Jesus who 

prayed for his enemies even from the Cross. Give them a double portion of Your Spirit, so that 

they may bless and not curse, forgive and not revile. Let persecutors repent from their evil and 

ask forgiveness from those they have wronged. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make the people of this congregation rich in mercy, abounding in kindness, tireless in good 

works, and joyful in praising you, the source of all mercy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless our schools, away and at home as they embark on a difficult journey this fall. Protect 

students, teachers, and families. We do know that children need to be in school, but we want 

them to be safe. Guide, protect and help us to make prudent decisions. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Be merciful to this poor broken world. Help our leaders to rule with justice tempered with 

mercy, compassion and righteousness. Bestow on all of us a spirit of patience, forbearance, 

humility, and kindness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Renew the life and health of all who are afflicted in any way by the powers of sin, evil, sickness, 

or death. Especially we plead on behalf of………………….. Heal all their infirmities, dear Lord and 

crown them with your mercy and loving-kindness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Most holy Father, you show goodness and mercy toward those who die trusting in you. Make 

your ways known also to us, renew our strength and take away our sin. Lead us in the pathways 

of your loving-kindness. Grant that whether we live or die, we know that we are yours. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Peace is shared 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

 And also with you.  
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The Offertory    “Let the vineyards”    LBW p. 66 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer         LBW p. 67 

A: Blessed are you, 
 
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
 these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving        LBW p. 88 
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Preface 
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Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…”   LBW pg. 69 
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Blessed are you, 

Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him 

should not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you for the salvation  

you have prepared  

for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord 

With a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper…. 

 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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In the night 

in which he was betrayed 

our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, 

he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Pater Noster         LBW p. 71 

Our Father,  
 who art in heaven,  
 hollowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power,  
 and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
Agnus Dei         pg. 72 
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Invitation to Communion 

 

L:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament of the Altar 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  

 

Post Communion Canticle  “Thank the Lord” 
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Post Communion Prayer       LBW p. 74 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benediction         LBW p. 74 
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Hymn   “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   WOV 721 

 



25 
 

The Dismissal          LBW p. 95 

 Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  

 


