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Vespers
Please stand as you are able
Opening Versicles

Phos Hilarion
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Thanksgiving
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Please be seated
The Psalmody Voce mea ad Dominum clamavi
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Silence for meditation and prayer
L:
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Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may glorify You forever and ever.
Amen.

PSALM 46
1

God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved in the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

There is a river whose streams make
glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Come, behold the works of the Lord,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
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“Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Silence for meditation
L: Lord God, our refuge and strength, when the restless powers of this world and the waters of
hell rise up against your holy city, watch over it and keep it safe. By the river that flows from
the throne of the Lamb, purify this new Jerusalem as your chosen dwelling, for you are with us,
our stronghold now and forever. Amen.
Please Stand
Hymn
Please be seated

The Lessons

Matthew 26:36-56

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit
here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very
36

sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he
fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found
them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch
and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
[a]

weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot
pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping,
for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third
time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep
and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the
[b]

hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the
47

betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 49 And he
came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to
him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and
seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew
[c]

his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to
him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the
sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more
than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must
be so?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with
[d]

swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not
seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Silence for meditation
The Response
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L: In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets
C: But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son
Please stand
The Magnificat
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The Litany
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* To you, O Lord will replace Alleluia

The Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hollowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

Please be seated
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Homily
Silence for Meditation
The Prayer
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Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through peril unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Benediction

LBW p. 153

